A Brief History of the Founding of AChemS

From the History Committee 2018

Prior to the founding of the Association for
Chemoreception Sciences (AChemS)
investigators of the chemical senses

Max chose the 1978 Gordon Conference on Olfaction and Taste to assess the chemosensory research community’s

interacted at two sets of meetings. The first of reaction to initiate a chemoreception society starting with a meeting in the spring of 1979. It just so happenend that Dr.
Linda Bartoschuk who was the co-chairperson of the Gordon Conference was also a strong advocate of a North
American chemoreception society. She scheduled a meeting during the conference to discuss the proposal. Max made
a presentation and then took a vote. There was overwhelming support for the creation of what was to become AChems.
At the Gordon Conference members of a Steering Committee were named from the floor to work on the first AChemsS.
Steering Committee members are circled here in blue.

these was the International Symposium on
Olfaction and Taste (ISOT). Begining in 1962
these occurred every three years.

1962 ISOT | Stockholm, Sweden Yngve Zotterman
Wenner Gren Center

1965 ISOT Il Tokyo, Japan Takashi Hayashi
Keio University

1968 ISOT Il New York, N.. Carl Pfaffmann
The Rockefeller University

1971 ISOT IV Starnberg, Germany Dietrich Schneider
Max-Planck-Institut

1974 ISOT V Melbourne, Australia Derek Denton
Howard Florey Inst

1977 ISOT VI Paris, France Jacque le Magnen
College de France

The second set were Gordon Conferences
that also met every three years.

1966 Crystal Inn Wiliam L. Sulzbacher, Dean Foster
1969 Providence Heights College  Lloyd M. Beidler

1972 Tilton School Irwin Hornstein

1975 Proctor Academy David G. Moulton

1978 Proctor Academy Linda Bartoshuk

At a gathering of a chemical senses special
interest group ‘get together’ at the 1975
meeting of the Society for Neuroscience
several of the more senior members,
including Lloyd Beidler and Carl Pfaffmann,
proposed the formation of a North American
chemosensory society. Max Mozell was
charged with developing an agenda to
discuss the possibility of a new North
American society at the next chemical
senses ‘get together’ at the 1976
Neuroscience meeting.

From this time on
Max Mozell
assumed the
responsibility of
polling interested
scientists and
eventually
orgainizing a vote
at the 1978
Gordon
Conference.
Details of how Max
took on the role of
initiating the first
AChemS meeting
are related in his
Chemical Senses
1998 paper.
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1.Gregory Mooser

24
3

Robert Cagan
David Horfiung

¥ 4. Max Mozell

5,

Joe Brand

6. H. Bestman

Henri Hoffmann
Donald McBurney
Ernest Polak
Linda Bartoshuk

29. Kyle Matthews

30, Bathsheua Rifkin
31. Mike Hendrick

32. Bruce Oakley

33. Stephen Ferkovich
34, Rebecca Price

35. Michael Lindley
36. S. Berger

37. M. Mayer

38, H. Boelens

Robert Shallenberge: 39. Courtney Hough

William Cain
Tor Getchell
Charlotte Mistretta
R. Bradley
Steven Price
Annick Faurion
Lloyd Beidler
Inglis Miller
Susan Schiffman
Al Farbman
Frank Margolis
Gerard Heck
John DeSimone
Claire Murphy
Glen Tolman
Howard Moskowitz
Elaine Skinner

40. Narayan Patel
41, Zata Vickers
42. R. DeSimone
43, Ronald Yarger
%44, Bruce Halpen
45. Michael Chorev
46. Ann Noble
%47. Bert Menco
48. Kenneth Light
49. Julian Dorsky
%50, Richard Doty
51. Carl Pfaffmann
52. Herbert Meiselman
53, Tom Sanders
%54, John Scott
55. Alfred Scheppnik

56, Alan Singer 83,
57. David Smith * 84.
58. Kunio Torii *85.
59. Richard Davis 86,
60. Tom Scott 87.
61. Carl Anderson 88.
62. R, E. Erickson 93.
63. Marian Kester 90.
64. Frances Sterreti Il
65. Poteos Macrides 92.
% 66, Gary Beauchamp I3
67. Fred Steiger 94.
68. J. Schwartzbaum 975
69, William Brugger 96.
70, R, P. Erickson *97.
71. Robert O'Connel 98.

72. David Blank .
13, John Kubie 100.
74, John Bare 101.

%75. Harry Lawless  102.
76. Randall Murphy 103.
%77. Richard Costanzo 104.
78. Don Tucker -
79..David Laing 106.
*80. Goran Heltekant 107.

gl. RiChard Mﬂnkin 108-
82. Guy Crosby igg

JOél Grinker 111.

Mike Meredith
Howard Spielberg
Stanley Dzigdzic
Ava Ray

Amos Turk

Ted Sanders

Don Mathews

Tim Mounts
Alastair Stuart
Judy Lerman
Elizabeth Omand
Chester Willis

Jacob 2abara
Robert Gesteland 113 payiq Stevens
Gordon Birch 113. Barry Fass
Richard Moon 114. Frank Jarke
J. Kuznicki %115, James Smith
Menachem Hananil 116, =vememcweas
Richard Henderson 117. Earl Hagstrom
Scott Brown 118, Peter Simmons
Charles Rix 119. Michael Rashott:
S1d Weiss . 120, Andre Holley
Bverett Southwick 15 wepster Hudgins
Robert Hall 122. Patrick Macleod
Linda Rhe;m 123, Geoffrey Nowlis
‘Johana Linthorst
Marion Frank Current AChemS members who
D. Moulton attended the Gordon Conference in

: 1978.

In preparation for the first meeting Max
sent a letter to ‘Colleages in the
Chemoreception Sciences’ in December
1978. In this letter (reproduced below) he
introduced the steering committee for the
first annual meeting and christened the
association as AChemsS. In addition, the
program for the first meeting was also
enclosed (printed at right). Room rates
were $38 for a double.

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

UPSTATE MEDICAL CENTER
788 IRYING AVENUE
SYRACUSE. NEwW YORK 13210

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE December 6' 19?8
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSIOLOGY

Dear Colleagues in the Chemoreception Sciences:

You have probably received previous communications, or have heard via
other channels, about an annual chemical senses meeting specifically designed
to bring together, at one forum,a broad spectrum of scientists representing
all those disciplines likely to contribute to the investigation of chemo-
sensory processes. In this regard, the Steering Committee* for the First
Annual Meeting of the Association for Chemoreception Sciences now formally
invites you to attend this meeting to be held April 23, 24, 25, 26, 1979 at
the Sarasota Hyatt House in Sarasota, Florida. The program for the meeting
is enclosed along with excerpts from several documents which may give you
some insight into how the program was developed.

In late January or early February you will receive detailed information
concerning registration procedures, but we cannot wait until then to solicit
volunteer papers. You will note in the enclosed program that there will be
two poster sessions, and hopefully you will accept this letter as a call for
contributions to those sessions. If you wish to make a presentation, please
send an abstract of not more than 250 words to the poster seassion organizer:

Dr. Marion Frank, Rockefeller Univ., 1230 York Ave., New York, N.Y. 10021

Although the deadline for the receipt of abstracts is February 16, earlier
receipt will be appreciated. Specific instructions for the preparation of
the poster displays will be sent in ample time before the meeting. Further
questions in regard to the poster sessions should be addressed to Dr. Frank,

The Steering Committee, the session organizers, and the speakers do
hope you will be able to participate in this inaugural meeting, not only
because of the meeting per se but also to help formulate the future direc-
tions and policies of this new, broad-based organization of chemosensory
scientists. Neither the organization's structure nor the format of its
meetings has yet been cast into their future final forms, and both will
remain quite susceptible to the input of those participating in this first
annual meeting.

If I can serve you in any way in regard to this announcement, please
contact me.

Cordially,

Max;fof;iMozell

MMM:cel Steering Committee Chairperson
Enc.

*Dr. G. Beaychamp; Dr. R.H. Cagan; Dr. B. Cain; Dr. M. Framk;
Dr. R. Gesteland; Dr. B.P. Halpern; Dr. F. Margolis; Dr. D. Mathews;

Dr. C. Mistretta; Dr. M.M. Mozell; and Dr. D.V. Smith.

was at the Hyatt Sarasota

restaurants and the gulf
beaches.The meeting

The first meeting of AChemS

hotel. This hotel was chosen
based on the satisfied use by
ARVO (Association for Reserch
in Vision and Opthalmology).In
addition Sarasota was an ideal
location with access to local

I arrangment was similar to the

Gordon Conference with presentations in the morning
and evening and the afternoon open for discussion and

relaxation. A London bus was supplied by the hotel to

transport attendees to the beach which was

(anecdotally) a topless beach until 1985. Attendees also

quickly discovered favorite restaraunts. AChemS

remained at the Hyatt until we outgrew it and used other

sites begining in 2010.

Moore’s stone crab restaurant

THE FIRST ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
ASSOCIATION FOR CHEMORECEPTION SCIENCES

1979

SESSIONS

1. Biological Origins of Odors

Chairperson and/or Organizer: R.H. Cagan (Monell Ctr.)/F. Margolis (Roche
Inst.)

R. Bonsall (Emory Univ.) Production of copulin in the Rhesus monkey.
- J. Kostelc (Monell Ctr.)/G. Preti (Monell Ctr.) Oral volatiles diagnostic
of reproductive and disease states.
F. Regnier (Purdue Univ.) A sex pheromone in the dog.
J. Jorgenson (Indiana Univ.) Primer pheromones of laboratory mice.

2. Insect Chemoreception

Chairperson and/or Organizer: J. Frazier (Mississippi State Univ.)

J.S. Vande Berg (0ld Dominion Univ.) Functional morphology of contact
chemoreceptors.

R.J. O'Connell (Worcester Foundation) Coding in insect pheromone receptors.

F. Hanson (Univ. Maryland) Coding of plant chemicals by Lepidopterous larvae.

M. Birch (Univ. California, Davis) Some new aspects of pheromone receptors
and behavior in bark beetles.

3. Chemical Senses in the Selection of Foods and Regulation of Intake

Chairperson and/or Organizer: G. Beauchamp (Monell Inst.)/D.V. Smith
(Univ. Wyoming)

G. Nowlis (Rockefeller Univ.) Ingestive reflexes and food selection.

R.M. Pangborn (Univ. California, Davis) Human sensory responses to food
stimuli.

P. Zeigler (Amer. Museum Natural History) Sensory control over food intake.

P. Rozin (Univ. Pennsylvania) Flavor and food choice in humans.

4. Clinical Disorders - Taste

Chairperson and/or Organizer: C. Mistretta (Univ. Michigan)

L. Bartoshuk (Yale Univ.) Critical Review: Altered taste perception in
cancer patients.

R. Bernard (Univ. Michigan) Taste sensitivity in hypertensive animals.

F. Catalannoto (Univ. Connecticut Sch. Dent. Med.) Taste changes associated
with zinc deficiency.

M. Graham (Univ. Michigan Sch. Med.) Light and electron microscopic changes
in chorda tympani nerve associated with chronic ear disease.

R. Rivlin (Columbia Univ., Col. P & S) Changes in taste sensitivity asso-
ciated with thyroid dysfunction.

5. Central Nervous System Processes in Gustation and Olfaction

Chairperson and/or Organizer: F. Macrides (Worcester Foundation)/
R. Gesteland (Northwestern Univ.)

G. Shepherd/K. Mori (Yale Univ.) Olfactory bulb organization.
C. Ribak (Univ. California, Irvine) GABAergic neurons in the olfactory

system.
R. Norgren (Rockefeller Univ.) Gustatory neuroanatomy and its relationships

to feeding and drinking behavior.
D.V. Smith (Univ. Wyoming) Electrophysiological analysis of central taste
systems.

- 6. Impact of Immunological-Genetic Techniques on Chemoreception

“Chairperson and/or Organizer: R. O'Connell (Worcester Founéatiﬁﬁ)

Entire Panel - Brief tutorial on basic jargon and techniques.

H. Cantor (Harvard Univ.) How current viewsﬂaf”éellqantigen recognition
(and the techniques used to egbaﬁiish same) might impact on the
problem of receptor'cell;pd6§ant molecule interactions.

H. Cantor (Harvard Univ.) Thg,géﬂéral problem of the relationship of receptor
cell turnover‘gn&“gpecificatiOn-to the known immunological and
genetic mechdnisms for lymphocyte specification.

E. Boyse (Sloan-kettering Inst.) The relationship between genetic controls
gﬁxﬁffactory perception and the genetic mechanisms which regulate

_~"the histocompatibility complex.
S.,Pfiée (Med. Col. Virginia) Techniques for obtaining purified receptor site
il proteins or producing specific receptor site blocking agents.

7. Aquatic Chemoreception - .
Chairperson and/or Organizer: B. Ache (Whitney Marine Lab., Univ. Florida)

J. Kittredge (Marine Biomed. Inst., Galveston) Chemical nature of aquatic
signals. .

J. Atema (Marine Biol. Lab., Woods Hole) Olfaction vs. taste in aguatic
organisms.

J. Case (Univ. California, Santa Barbara) Receptor specializations for

aquatic chemoreception - anatomy and physiology. o _
J. Caprio (Louisiana State Univ.) Low receptor thresholds: their implica-

tion for aquatic chemosensitivity.

8. Research Basis for the Creation of New Chemosensory Products
Chairperson and/or Organizer: W.S. Cain (Yale Univ.)

M.G. Lindley (General Foods) Role of structure-activity relationships in the
development of new sweeteners.

‘A.A. Schleppnik (Monsanto Flavor/Essence) Approaches to aroma chemical design.

W. Brugger (International Flavors & Fragrances) Aids for the design of new
molecules.

R. Desimone (PFW) Nitrile aroma chemicals.

B. Mookherjee (International Flavors & Fragrances) Odor-structure relation-
ships in patchouli compounds.

9. The Givaudan Lecture (Keynote Address) ‘
V.G. Dethier (Univ. Mass.) The odor of sanctity and the taste of sin.

10. Poster Sessions
Organizer: M. Frank (Rockefeller Univ.)

11. Business Session

1978 — 80
1980 - 81
1981 - 82
1982 - 83
1983 -84
1984 - 85
1985 - 86
1986 — 87
1987 — 38
1988 — 89
1989 - 90
1990-91
1991 -92
1992 - 93
1993 - 94
1994 - 95
1995 -96
1996 - 97
1997 -98
1998 - 99

Officers elected at First AChemS 1979

Executive Chairperson

Program Committee

Max Mozell

Charlotte Mistretta Chair

Bernice Wenzel

William Cain
John Caprio

Membership Committee
Rose Marie Pangborn Chair
Gary Beauchamp

Finance Committee
Tom Getchell
Steven Price

PROGRAM

Chair

| The Second Annual

Meeting of the
Association for
Chemoreception

| Sclences

MAY 4-8.1980

SARASOTA,
FLORIDA

.~ NEXT MEETING
April 27-May 1

1983 »

 Sarasota

.
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1 || 4th Annual Meeting

' |||Association for
- }||Chemoreception
.'_i”f55(3i€3F}(;€35; o

1| April 14-18,1982
. 1l| Sarasota, Florida

PAST PRESIDENTS

Maxwell M. Mozell
Linda Bartoshuk
Gordon Sheperd
Bruce Halpern
William S. Cain
Robert Gesteland
Bruce Oakley
David V. Smith
Charlotte Mistretta
Gary K. Beauchamp
Robert J. O’Connell
Thomas V. Getchell
Barry W. Ache
John Caprio
Inglis J. Miller
John S. Kauer
Judith Van Houten
Michael Meridith
Thomas R. Scott
Charles Greer

1999 -00 David L. Hill

In developing the program for the first
meeting the Steering Committee decided
to build a program that would attract
investigators representing a broad range of
topics that also included academics,
industrial and government areas. The
program booklet was prepared by a
dupicating service.The meeting went well
with an attendence of 174 scientists. At the
business meeting, participants voted to
perpetuate the meeting and four
committes were established with officers
elected to administer the program,
membership, finance and an overall
executive committee.

Soon after the end of the first meeting the
Program Committee began planning for
the second meeting. Letters were sent
soliciting abstracts for papers and posters
and AChemS received 99 abstracts. These
had to be grouped into oral and poster
sessions. In addition there were invited
speaker symposia and technique
workshops. Abstracts were typed into a
box and sent to the Program Committee.
Once again the program was typed and
then mimeographed.

The format of the second AChemS was
followed by the third AChemS although for
the first time the cover sported a design!
However, the program was still duplicated.
The fourth AChemS was the first printed
program.The program book was modelled
after the Society for Neuroscience program
and was easily carried in a pocket.

The boards for the posters were fabricated
through the efforts of John Caprio, Sid
Mayer and Wayne Silver at Florida State
University and brought to the meeting in a
U-Haul van.

Audio visual at these early meetinga was
primitive by modern standards. Speakers
brought their presentations on 35 mm
slides which were projected using a Kodak
Carousel projector. AChemS members
were responible for sound and slide
projection.

2000 -01 Stephen D. Roper
2001 — 02 Stuart Firestein

2002 - 03 John G. Hilderbrand

2003 -04 John Scott

2004 -05 Mimi Halpern
2005 -06 Charles Derby

2006 — 07 Leslie Tolbert

2007 - 08 Diego Restrepo
2008 —09 Peter Brunges
2009 - 10 Scott Herness

2010-11 Don Wilson

AChems has thrived over a 40 year
history and is our principal

proponent in sustaining and
advancing chemosensory science
and trainees in the field.

2011-12 Tim McClintock

2012 -13 Alan Spector

2013 -14 John Glendinning
2014 -15 Debra Ann Fadool

2015-16 Susan Travers

2016 -17 Steve Munger

2017-18 Tom Finger




